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which the practice is employed. Leake
and Force of the United States Public
Health Service, in a critical study of the
smallpox records of twenty states, with
a comparison of the existence and en-
forcement of state vaccination laws, and
the attitude of the public toward these
laws, have proved beyond peradventure
that the people of any community or
state can determine just what their
smallpox fate shall be.
- In the light of our present knowledge,
and with the means at our disposal fot
its complete suppression, it amazes one
to reflect that not only have some states
continued to tolerate this evil, but other
states have abandoned their former
safeguard and have literally invited the
return and spread of smallpox.
Some of us are ignorant of the real
nature of the disease, and are unaware of
the destruction and sorrow it caused our
forebears. It no longer torments us as it
did them. Then, too, some of us are